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Program for Nagoya Protocol Workshop
16 — 17 September 2015

Venue: Vanuatu Kaljoral Senta

Wednesday 16 September
8.30: Opening of workshop and prayer.
8.40: Presentation: Introduction to themes of workshop and overview (all presenters).

9.00: Presentation: What is the Nagoya protocol and what does its ratification mean for the
people of Vanuatu? How does it conflict with or support national legislation and also
international treaties that Vanuatu is a party to? What are the different types of uses of
genetic resources and traditional knowledge (research, commercial etc).

9.30-10.30: Presentation: Background on the CBD and the negotiation history of the Nagoya
Protocol, including the power dynamics behind it.

10.30 - 11.00: morning tea

11.00: Facilitated discussion: What is the existing relationship of people to genetic
resources in all natural resources including plant and animals, marine and terrestrial, and
related traditional knowledge? What customary rights and obligations exist? Who are
these held by and who are the key regulatory institutions/ people? How may communities
and kinship groups deal with the concept of 'ownership' over genetic resources for
commercial purposes? What issues and challenges may arise?

12.00-1.00: Lunch

1.00: Presentation: Overview of issues that arise from Nagoya Protocol (free prior informed
consent, access and benefit sharing). Some case studies from the region of prior informed
consent practices and access and benefit sharing agreements; discussion about issues of
division of benefits at community and government levels.

2.00 - 3.00: Facilitated discussion: What sort of prior informed consent mechanisms would
work in Vanuatu? What sort of access and benefit sharing provisions could be developed?

Tea: 3.00-3:30

3.30: Summary of day and close.
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Thursday 17 September
8.30: Opening of workshop and prayer.
8.40: Presentation: Summary of yesterday and overview of the day.

9.00: Presentation: Different issues to consider in dealing with requests to use genetic
resources and associated traditional knowledge (at community and government levels).

9.30:Facilitated discussion: Working together to develop a process/flow chart for assigning
responsibilities between different agencies/ government departments/ customary and local
leaders regarding genetic resources and traditional knowledge.

10.30 - 11.00: morning tea

11.00: Facilitated discussion: Developing some model terms of Mutually Agreed terms
(MAT) and Prior Informed Consent (PIC) for commercial and non-commercial activities.

12.00-1.00: Lunch

1.00: Presentation: Bio-cultural protocols and other mechanisms for recognition of
customary rights and obligations over genetic resources and traditional knowledge.

2.00 - 3.00: Facilitated discussion: What sort of mechanisms for recognition of customary
rights would work in Vanuatu?

Tea: 3.00-3:30
4.00: Summary of day and close.

Kava

Presenters and Facilitators

Trinison Tari, Environment Department
Miranda Forsyth, Australian National University
Daniel Robinson, University of New South Wales
Francis Hickey, Vanuatu Cultural Centre

Margaretha Wewerinke, School of Law, USP



