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Parties are obliged to make available information on 

Art. 14 Nagoya Protocol 

 Legislative, administrative and policy measures on ABS 

 National Focal Point and Competent National Authority 

 Permits issued as evidence of PIC and MAT 

• An ABS clearing-house is established as part 
of the clearing-house mechanism under the 
CBD 

• Purpose: sharing of information related to 
ABS and its implementation among Parties 
and stakeholders 
 



Main function: 
facilitate exchange 

of  relevant 
information 

facilitate the 
implementation  

of the NP 

✓ legal certainty, clarity, transparency 
✓ fair and non-arbitrary rules and procedures 
✓ monitoring to ensure compliance 

The goal of the 
ABS-CH 



What does the ABS-CH do? 

• The ABS Clearing-house facilitates the connection between 
users and providers of GR and aTK: 
– Providers can share information on contacts and access procedures 

– Users can easily access information in a standardised and 
centralised form 

• The ABS Clearing-house helps users understand, and 
consequently comply with, national ABS measures and 
requirements 

• The ABS Clearing-house provides tools to monitor the 
utilisation of GR and aTK throughout the value chain: 
– Internationally Recognised Certificate of Compliance 

– Checkpoint Communiqué 

• The ABS Clearing-house promotes awareness raising and 
capacity building for the Nagoya Protocol 



3 Categories of information 

National records 
• NFP & CNA 

• Legislative, administrative, policy measures 

• Permits 

• Checkpoints 

 

 
Reference records 
• Literature, capacity-building resources 

• Model contractual clauses, codes of conduct, 
best practices, guidelines 

• Community protocols 

 

 SCBD records 
• Meetings 

• Notifications 

• Press releases 

 

 

Drafted by National 
Authorised Users, 
verified and published by 
Publishing Authority 

 

Drafted by any user, 
reviewed and published 
by SCBD 

 

Drafted and published by 
SCBD 

 



Retrieving information: Search 

  



Retrieving information: Country Profiles 

  

https://absch.cbd.int/countries/ZA
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Prerequisite: 
Complete and up-to-date 

information is available on the 
ABSCH 



3 African countries 
 

9 African countries 
 

50 African countries 
 

1 African country 
 
1 African country 
 

4 African countries 
 


