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Manager, ABS Capacity Development Initiative 

Access and Benefit (ABS) 

- Success and achievements within BIOPAMA - 



What is ABS? 



Hosted by the German Federal Ministry for Economic  Cooperation and Development (BMZ) 
 
Implemented by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 
 
Regional scope: All members of the African Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Group of States 
 
Since 2011 

Multi-donor Initiative 

Donors: 



JRC 

ITPGRFA 

Partnerships & Collaboration 

http://ethicalbiotrade.org/
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One-stop 
support 

Cross-
sectoral Knowledge 

broker 

Over 10 years of ABS experience 



Cook 
Islands 

Samoa 

COMIFAC 

SICA ASEAN Center for 
Biodiversity 

African Union 
Commission 

SPC, SPREP countries 

ABS only in bilateraler DC  of ABS Initiative‘s donors 
 
Sistema de la Integración Centroamericana (SICA) 
ASEAN Center for Biodiversity (ACB) 
 
 

SADC 

CARICOM 

ECOWAS 

Vanuatu 

FSM 

Intervention ACP (Sub-)regions and Countries 

ABS Initiative direct: 
 
Bahamas Mosambik  Regional Organisations 
Benin Palau AUC, ECOWAS, SADC 
Cook Islands Samoa  CARICOM 
FS Micronesia Senegal SPC, SPREP 
Guyana  St. Lucia   
Kenia  South Africa   
Liberia Vanuatu 
Malawi  

ABS Initiative w / bilateral DC 
 
Burkina Faso Regional Organisations 
Côte d‘Ivoire COMIFAC 
Cameroon  
Madagascar  
Namibia   
 
 

Bahamas 

St. Lucia 

Palau 



The ABS Initiative advises on the development of draft Nagoya Protocol compliant 
policies and regulations 

 

Benin, Cameroon, Madagascar, Micronesia, Morocco, Namibia, Palau, Samoa, 
Senegal 

 

African Union (AU) Strategic and Practical ABS Guidelines 

Draft ABS Policies and Regulations 



ABS is … 

 

(economic) incentive to practice conservation and 

sustainable use of biological diversity 

 

financing source/mechanism for PA management 

 

Some achievements 

 

Study on the linkages between ABS and protected 

area management (with FNI) 

 

GIZ and ABS Initiative support of the Namibian 

Community-based Natural Resource Management 

(CBNRM) Programme 

 

Himba: Improved capacity to manage their 

resources and enterprises 

ABS & Proteced Areas 



The ABS Initiative organizes workshops and trainings 

 

Analysis of bioprospecting / ABS cases  

 

Pacific: marine bioprospecting and the relevance of 

marine genetic resources different business sectors 

 

Caribbean: sharing of experiences and lessons learned 

– recent request by OECS for support 

 

Regional ABS Roadmaps – Caribbean, Pacific  



The ABS Initiative facilitates the negotiation of ABS agreements 

 

Upfront capacity building of regulators and local providers 

 

Signing of ABS agreements in Cameroon and Namibia 

ABS negotations 



The ABS Initiative interacts directly with 

commercial and non-commercial users, fosters 

mutual learning cooperation   

 

Studies and Best Practices 

 

Concept development 

(e.g. with LVMH, BASF, MANE) 

 

ABS Business Dialogues 

ABS Compliant Value Chains 

Technical briefs 
Trainings 

Thematic sessions 
Coaching of providers 



The ABS Initiative, in collaboration with the NGO Natural Justice: 

 

• supports IPLCs in managing their natural resources and interacting  

with users and governmental institutions 

• facilitates the establishment of ABS agreements between IPLCs and users 

 

Bio-cultural community protocols (BCPs) recognized in (draft) ABS regulatory 
frameworks 

Traditional Knowledge Documentation 

IPR Training 

 

Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities 
(IPLCs) 



=> Pilot training course for ACP lawyers in 
2014 

Legal requirements of the Nagoya Protocol 

Key technical resources available 

Latest research on legal frameworks 

 

=> e-learning modules in partnership with 
the SCBD 

Lawyers and legal drafters 

IDLO in partnership with the ABS Initiative  

started the development of an  
ABS toolkit and training course  

for lawyers and legal drafters 
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Inter-continental Exchange 

Dialogues on Key Challenges and Practical Ways Forward for the 
Implementation of the Nagoya Protocol – India & South Africa 
(2014) 

• National studies 

• India, Brazil, South Africa 
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Trainings & Workshops 

    Training: Mutually Agreed Terms – 
    Contracts to Make ABS Functional 
 
    Basic ABS Training Course 
 
    ABS Business Dialogue 
 
Training: Integrating Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)  

in the ABS process 
 
Multi-stakeholder Workshop: Supporting ABS Strategy Development 
 
(South-South) Exchange of experiences with  
ABS implementation: Challenges and Ways Forward 
 
Training: Managing Multi-stakeholder Processes 
in the ABS Arena 
 
Training: Community Support in ABS 



About ABS, Nagoya Protocol & other ABS regulations 

 

Implementing ABS/Nagoya Protocol 

 

Integrating IPLCs into ABS Processes 

 

Analytical tools 

 

General and specific awareness raising 

Capacity Building & Awareness Tools 
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Knowledge Management and Transfer 

Website  

www.abs-initiative.info 

ABS News Digest 

ABS-Clearing House 

http://www.abs-initiative.info/
http://www.abs-initiative.info/
http://www.abs-initiative.info/


 Thank you 

… more on ABS and the 
ABS Capacity Development Initiative 

 
www.abs-initiative.info 

 

http://www.abs-initiative.info/
http://www.abs-initiative.info/
http://www.abs-initiative.info/

