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The Jamaica Observer and the German Embassy in Kingston reported on the 2nd Caribbean ABS Workshop, 25-29 November 2013 in
Kingston, Jamaica.
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For more information on the Workshop click here or read the summary below.

The 2nd Caribbean ABS Workshop hosted by Ministry of Water, Land, Environment and Climate Change took place in Kingston,
Jamaica from Nov 25-29, 2013. The workshop gathered 44 participants from 13 Caribbean countries to discuss about the Nagoya
Protocol on access to genetic resources and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from research and development activities
and commercialisation of derived products. Such products could be drugs, cosmetics, and pesticides that are based on natural products.
The Nagoya Protocol also covers the utilisation of traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources. The Nagoya Protocol was
adopted in 2010 under the auspices of the Convention on Biological Biodiversity and is currently under implementation in most
countries of the region. Elements of implementation will be regulation that sets up rules and procedures for access permits, the
development of capacities to negotiate contracts with the user that secure fair benefit sharing, and the establishment of authorities that
oversee the process and monitor ongoing research and development.

The workshop discussed issues related to traditional knowledge and the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities as well as
the necessary institutional arrangements for permitting and monitoring purposes. In cooperation with the University of the West Indies,
Mona Campus, the participants were exposed to several case studies how medicinally relevant properties of genetic resources,
especially from marine ecosystems, and local traditional knowledge are investigated in scientific research. A main outcome of the
discussions was that without adequate knowledge and experience in negotiating contracts with mostly commercial partners, that can
bring the outcome of research to the market and without the appropriate legal environment, the wealth of existing research cannot be
translated into economic opportunities. Participants concluded that the creation of national laws on access to genetic resources and
benefit sharing are of crucial importance. The workshop adopted elements of a roadmap towards the ratification and implementation of
the Nagoya Protocol.

The organisers of the 2nd Caribbean ABS Workshop - the multidonor-funded ABS Capacity Development Initiative, implemented by
the German Gesellschaft flr Internationale Zusammenarbeit (G1Z) GmbH, the Secretariat of the CARICOM as well as the Secretariat
of the Convention on Biological Diversity - will support countries and stakeholders from the Caribbean region to implement the various
activities agreed upon. At the 3rd Caribbean ABS Workshop in November 2014 the results and impacts of this work will be reported
and analysed.
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