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30-31 January 2014, Cape Town, South Africa

The ABS Capacity Development Initiative (ABS Initiative) is supporting a series of activities to facilitate the
exchange of experiences with Access and Benefit-Sharing (ABS) implementation and support the
implementation of the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of
Benefits Arising from its Utilisation (Nagoya Protocol) adopted in 2010.

In collaboration with the governments of Brazil, India and South Africa, the ABS Initiative commissioned
national studies in each of these countries with a view to learn from their experience with past ABS

implementation.

Against this background, this dialogue on practical ways forward for the implementation of the Nagoya
Protocol will be organised by the ABS Initiative and hosted by the Government of South Africa. This dialogue
will involve representatives from fourteen countries. It will be preceded by an informal dialogue between
India, Brazil and South Africa on 29th January 2014 to discuss the outcomes of their national studies.

OBJECTIVES

Taking into account the results of the national studies, the main objective of this dialogue was to provide an
opportunity to:

e Exchange experiences and lessons learnt with respect to past ABS implementation; and
e Exchange views and discuss approaches and practical ways forward for the implementation of the Nagoya
Protocol, in particular its compliance related provisions.

Like-minded megadiverse countries and important economic players such as Brazil, India and South Africa,
which are both providers and users of genetic resources, can play a key role in promoting the implementation
of the Nagoya Protocol internationally and in their respective regions through increased collaboration.

Lessons learnt from their respective past experience in implementing ABS can usefully inform the revision or
development of national ABS frameworks and measures and support the implementation of the Nagoya
Protocol. In addition, exchange of information between these three countries on approaches being considered
and/or developed to meet new obligations under the Nagoya Protocol may also favourably contribute to the
promotion of a coherent approach to implementation.

PARTICIPANTS

This dialogue will be attended by 35 representatives of governments from Brazil, India, South Africa, Mexico,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Namibia, Cameroon, Morocco, Malaysia, Canada, Germany, Netherlands and the European
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Union (EU), including some representatives from Indigenous and Local Communities (ILCs), national research

institutes, universities, civil society and the private sector as well as industry experts.
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